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SUMMARY 

This paper presents brief information regarding national level SAR exercise 2012 (SAREX 
2012) in Dong Mo (Ha Noi, Viet Nam). 

This paper relates to –   
 
Strategic Objectives: 

A: Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 
 
Global Plan Initiatives:  
Not Applicable 
 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 As planning and mentioned in the ATM/AIS/SAR/SG/22 – IP/09, on  26th October 2012, 
Vietnam conducted SAREX-2012 (at National level) at Hoa Lac airport (40km West of Ha Noi), Viet 
Nam as annual activities. 

2. DISCUSSION 
 

Introduction 

2.1 Search and rescue exercise (SAREX) is an important task that ICAO member States are 
responsible for implementation to ensure the availability to conduct search and rescue deployment for 
passengers and aircraft.  

2.2 On 06 August 2012, the Prime Minister of Vietnam signed Decision No. 33/2012/QD-
TTg on the Regulation for SAR coordination.  The organization of SAREX was necessary for Viet 
Nam in order to assess the actual ability to organize and coordinate, command the concerned activities 
between civil aviation and other forces in aviation SAR; complete SAR mechanism and organizing 
practices to upgrade the capacity and meet ICAO requirements. 

2.3 On 26 October 2012, SAREX 2012 has been organised successfully.  The total number 
of participants was 325.  
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Scenario and activities of SAR exercise 

2.4 The exercise scenario involved a twin engine aircraft operated by DT (EX- fictitious) en 
route overflying Ha Noi FIR on ATS route R474.  The aircraft making a force landing, crashed in a 
field next to Hoa Lac airport (40km West of Ha Noi capital). Hanoi ACC activated the crash alert and 
notified Ha Noi RCC of the details of the flight. Ha Noi RCC activated a search and rescue plan to 
alert the local search and rescue (SAR) and medical services who immediately responded to and 
deployed forces towards the area of the crash. 

2.5 At the crash site, the aircraft emergency locator transmitter (ELT), was manually turned 
on and transmitted on 406 MHz.  The Cospas-Sarsat search and rescue satellite system received the 
signal and this was automatically sent to the Cospas-Sarsat Mission Control Centre (MCC) at Hai 
Phong city (100 km from Ha Noi). 

2.6 Having been informed by the MCC, Search and Rescue forces were directed to the crash 
site. After arriving at the site, they deployed to cordon off the crash area and rescue of survivors who 
were simulated by persons acting with injuries dispersed around the crash site.  Fire vehicles arrived 
from their nearby fire station and were followed by ambulances sent from the nearby hospital.  

2.7 The fire vehicles quickly took up position around the crash site and began fire fighting 
and rescue of passengers in the immediate vicinity of the burning wreckage.  The medical personnel 
set up a triage position and assisted with the recovery of the survivors, treating them prior to sending 
them to hospital by ambulances.  Once the fire was under control, medical services were ready, the 
SAR helicopter (MI17) was called in and flew to the site to airlift the injured. Finally, the crash site 
having been brought under full control. 

 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to:  

a) note the information contained in this paper; and 

b) discuss any relevant matters as appropriate. 

…………………………. 


